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and an equally dull respectability was character-
istic of religion.

The great ecclesiastic may affect, and often has
fundamentally affected, the life of his generation
and the development of social and political
thought. But, in the world that dates its begin-
ning from the industrial revolution, the great
ecclesiastic has very rarely been a popular figure,
has rarely stood in the centre of the world's stage,
conspicuous in the limelight, the object of popular
plaudits.

In the eighteen-eighties the Tractarian Move-
ment in the Church of England had begun to
permeate the parishes, much to the annoyance of
Queen Victoria, but the prosecution of a few parish
priests, under the Public Worship Regulation Act,
had proved a hopeless failure, and in the last
years of the century the transformation of the
Church of England proceeded steadily and
quietly, without attracting any large measure
of public attention. The Church was ruled by the
colourless Thompson of York and the cautious
High Church Benson of Canterbury. Liddon was
attracting huge congregations by his eloquent and
extremely lengthy sermons at St. Paul's. But the
Church certainly did not possess any great national
figure whom the man in the street knew as
he knew Gladstone and Chamberlain. Among